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AmpliFund

 In 2019 the State entered into a partnership with AmpliFund, the leading 
enterprise grant management platform designed for federal, state and 
local governments to manage every phase of the grant management 
process. 

 Over the past four years, the State of Illinois has been implementing the 
most comprehensive, statewide grant management infrastructure in the 
U.S., passing the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act and Unit to 
ensure State and Federal compliance. 

 The State of Illinois selected AmpliFund to automate this infrastructure 
through the implementation of a statewide grants management system 
as part of its plan to further standardize and drive compliance of grant-
related processes for state agencies and recipients.



Important Dates

TASK DATE

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) 

Technical Assistance Session Recording Posted 

December 9, 2021

December 10, 2021

Grant Applications Due February 1, 2022 – 1 PM

Projected Award Announcement Date June 1, 2022

Award End Date June 30, 2022

Performance Period July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2023



Pre-Award Phases

Registration and Pre-Award Requirements     

Fiscal and Administrative Risk Assessment (ICQ)

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

Grant Application, Expense Budget, Performance Plan

Grant Review 



Pre-Award Phases

Programmatic 
Risk Assessment

Notice of State 
Award Finalist

Notice of State 
Award (NOSA)

Grant 
Agreement



Grantee Portal and AmpliFund

 Grant applicants must register on the State’s Grant 
Accountability and Transparency Act (GATA) Grantee Portal 
– AmpliFund  https://grants.illinois.gov/portal to apply for a 
grant.

 Grant Applicants must submit the required grant application 
documents in AmpliFund by February 1, 2022 – 1 PM.

 Applications submitted by mail or email will not be accepted.

 You are encouraged to submit your application 48 to 72 hours
in advance in the event that there are any technical glitches.

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal


Pre-Registrations

 Sam.gov registration - https://sam.gov/content/home

 This pre-requirement is mandated by the State of Illinois. While 

an applicant may fill out an application in AmpliFund without 

this registration, the application will be locked out from 
evaluation until it is successfully obtained.

 DUNS # - https://www.dnb.com/duns-number.html

 A DUNS number is a unique nine-character number used to 

identify your entity. This credential is needed for registration 
both with sam.gov and with the GATA Grantee Portal.

https://sam.gov/content/home
https://www.dnb.com/duns-number.html


Creating an 
Illinois.gov Public 
Account

 All users who need to access 
the  Grantee Portal and/or the  
AmpliFund Grant 
Management System must first  
have an Illinois.gov account. 

 Step1: Browse to 
https://grants.Illinois.gov/portal
and click the “Create a new 
account” link located below 
the Sign in button.

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal


Creating an 
Illinois.gov Public 
Account

 Step2: Browse to Fill in all fields 

of the form and click the 

“Register” button.



Creating an Illinois.gov Public Account

 If the Username already exists, you will receive this error and  

will need to select a different Username.

 If the Email Address has already been used, you will receive  

this error message. If this is the case, you will need to browse  

back to https://grants.illinois.gov/portal and select the link  

“Can’t access your account”  below the Sign in button and  

reset your password. 

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal


Creating an 
Illinois.gov Public 
Account

 Step  3:  You should receive an email  

from  

IdentifyManagement@illinois.gov to 

the address you entered in the 
textbox. If you did not receive the 

email, check your spam or trash  

folder. To verify your account, click  

the link in the email message.



Creating an Illinois.gov Public Account

 Step 4: Browse to https://grants.illinois.gov/portal and enter  

your Username and Password to access the Grantee Portal. 

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal


GATA Registration & Pre-Qualification

 Completed at the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act 

(GATA) Website 

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Pages/default.aspx

 Select Grantee Links

https://www2.illinois.gov/sites/GATA/Pages/default.aspx


Accessing the 
Grantee Portal

 https://grants.illinois

.gov/portal/

 Select “Sign In 

Here”

https://grants.illinois.gov/portal/


Accessing the 
Grantee Portal

 Log in to the Illinois.gov 
portal

 Use the credentials you 
generated when you 
created your public 
Illinois.gov account. 

 Note: The Illinois.gov 
account is not an email 
address, but a credential 
for accessing systems in 
the award process. You 
will not be able to send or 
receive email from this 
address.



GATA’s 
Usage Terms

 Read and accept 

GATA’s terms and 

conditions

 After you have read 

the content, click 

“Accept” to proceed. 



Enter the DUNS 
Number

 For your Entity and 

click “Submit.”



DUNS 
Recognition
 Make note of 

whether the GATA 
system recognizes 
the DUNS for your
entity.

 If Yes, a request is 
submitted to your 
entity’s GATA 
administrator to be 
enrolled within the 
GATA and 
AmpliFund systems.



System Access
 Communicate with your entity’s 

GATA Administrator seeking 

response to your request for access.

 While your request is pending, upon 

login, you will see the screen 

pictured here. Communicate your 

request directly to your 

administrator via email, as the GATA 

system does not auto-generate an 

alert or invitation upon your request. 

Advise them that you will need 

access to the Amplifund Grant  

Management System.

 Note: in responding to your request, 

GATA administrators must select a 

checkbox (not pictured) that says: 

“Has Access to the AmpliFund 

Grant Management System.” 

Ensure that they select this 

checkbox.



DUNS 
Recognition

 Make note of 
whether the GATA 
system recognizes 
the DUNS for your 
entity.

 If Yes, a request is 
submitted to your 
entity’s GATA 
administrator to be 
enrolled within the 
GATA and 
AmpliFund systems.



DUNS Not 
Recognized

 If the DUNS is not 

recognized, select 

“Create Grantee 

Account”.



DUNS Number

 Fill out the Grantee 
Portal Registration 
form and then click 
Save.

 This form requests 
various information 
about your Entity. 
You will need the 
organization’s DUNS, 
FEIN, and Illinois 
Secretary of State ID 
to complete this 
form.



Portal 
Registration

 Once the information you 
entered in the Grantee Portal 
Registration form is saved, you 
will be navigated to the Main 
Menu page for your newly 
GATA-enrolled entity.

 As the creator of this account, 
you are the default GATA 
administrator of your Entity, 
and as such, have access to 
AmpliFund. No further action is 
necessary.

 Note: This Main Menu page lists 
the status of key qualification 
requirements for your 
organization to submit a grant 
application through 
AmpliFund.



Confirm AmpliFund Enrollment

 If you see a webpage titled Illinois Grant Accountability and 
Transparency Act – Main Menu after clicking the Click Here 
after approval button, navigate to IL.AmpliFund.com, 
choose Public Account, and log-in with your Illinois.gov 
account credentials.

 If you are successful, you will be brought to a page titled 
“Click to Proceed Agreement.” At this point, no further 
action is necessary.

 If you are unsuccessful, circle back with your GATA 
administrator to make sure your account was granted 
access to AmpliFund in GATA.



Confirm AmpliFund Enrollment

 Select the Click Here button after approval, if you see 

a webpage that says: “You do not have access to the 

Grantee Portal, but you do have access to the 

AmpliFund Grant Management System,” then your user 

account is successfully registered with AmpliFund and 

no further action is necessary.



Pre-Award Requirements



Fiscal and Administrative Risk Assessment (ICQ)

▪ Entities must complete an Internal Controls 

Questionnaire (ICQ) as the Fiscal and 

Administrative Risk Assessment.  The ICQ is 

completed once, annually.  All state agencies 

will utilize the results of the ICQ.  The entity can 

access the ICQ from the grantee portal.



Catalog of 
State 
Financial 
Assistance 
(CSFA)

 From the GATA website select CSFA

 Select your Opportunity. Find Attachments located at the  

bottom of the listing, select Opportunity.pdf. 

 The Grant Application Link and Opportunity will also be posted 

on the ISP website and will be available on the AmpliFund site.



Opportunity 
Details
9-1-1 System 
Consolidation 
Grant



9-1-1 System Consolidation Grant Description

 Your Grant Application is submitted electronically via AmpliFund 
and is due on February 1, 2022, at 1 PM. Applications submitted by 
mail or email will not be accepted.

 Quotes/Invoices that include an itemized cost breakdown for all 
components are required and those files are attached with the  
Application. 

 If the Grant Application is for reimbursement for consolidations 
that occurred between 2010 and 2015 a separate application is 
required for each year that a consolidation occurred. Invoices are 
required to be submitted.

 Award criteria is addressed in the Grant Opportunity. 

 Funding Restrictions are considered when completing the Budget. 



9-1-1 System Consolidation Grant Award Priority

 Consolidation Grant award priority for $5,000,000 in available funding is first to:

 Unserved Counties as of January 1, 2016

 If funding is available:

 1st time Grant Applicants consolidating in accordance with Section 15.4a

 Previous grant recipients that consolidated after January 1, 2016

 Existing and previously completed consolidation projects for reimbursement of non-

recurring costs related to consolidation that occurred in:

 2010

 2011

 2012

 2013

 2014

 2015



Opportunity 
Details
NG9-1-1 
Expenses
Grant 
Program



NG9-1-1 Expenses Grant Description

 Priority for award of $8,731,490 for NG911 Expenses Grants is 
to:

 1st time 9-1-1 Authority Grant Applicants that provide 9-1-1 
service within the territory of a large Electing Provider as 
defined in Section 13-406.1 of the Public Utilities Act. (AT&T)

 Funding is available for:

 i3 capable NG9-1-1 Call Handling Equipment. A hosted solution 
is preferred.

 NG9-1-1 Multimedia Recorder System

 GIS Projects in support of NG911



Application Packet

 Uniform Grant Application (UGA)

 Applicant Completed Section

 Budget

 Scope of Work

 Performance Plan (Consolidation Grant)

 Itemized Quotes and Invoices



Application Progress 

 In the Applicant Portal, the application progress is displayed at the 

top of every page. You can also navigate to any page in the 

application by clicking the icon above the page’s name in the 

progress bar. If a page is required for submission, an asterisk will 
appear next to the page name in the progress bar.



How to Complete Application Forms 

 Open the grant opportunity.

 Click Application Forms.

 Click a form name.

 Add responses to the customized form. The form may contain text, multiple choice, 

or dropdown list questions, or requests for a file upload. 

 Click Save to save your progress, Mark as Complete to save the page and mark as 

complete or Save & Continue to save your progress and move to the next page. 
Your information will not be shared with the funding organization until you click  

Submit  on the Submit page. 



Budget Form

 Budgets are submitted based upon the total estimated costs for your 

project. 

 Funding is ONLY allowed for the following Categories:

 4. Equipment

 6 – Contractual Services

 7 – Consultant Services (Consolidation Grant Only)

 8 – Construction (Consolidation Grant Only)

 11 – Telecommunications

 12 – Training and Education 



Preparing Your Budget 

 A complete, well thought out budget serves to reinforce your credibility 

and increase the likelihood of your proposal being funded. 

 A well-prepared budget should be reasonable and demonstrate that the 

funds being asked for will be used wisely.

 The budget should be as concrete and specific as possible in its estimates. 

 All estimates must be supported with an itemized breakdown of costs with 

a quote or invoice.  

 Your budget should justify all expenses and be consistent with your 

program narrative.



Budget Line Items 

 A list of eligible budget categories to use as you complete the budget template 

can be found in the Opportunity. 

 Open the opportunity.

 Click Budget.

 Check the Line Items checkbox to view line items



Expense 
Budget 

 Funding Restrictions 

are considered 

when completing 
the Uniform Budget 

Template.

 Quotes/Invoices that 

include an itemized 

cost breakdown are 

attached.



Adding a New  
Line Item 
 Click the + (Add Icon) next to a 

budget category name.

 In the pop-up window, update  

Category,  if necessary. 

 Select the Line Item Type. 

 Non-Personnel Line Item: 

budgeted expenses

 Add the Line Item Name 

(Smith Recording System 

Equipment, Smith 

Installation, Smith Training)

 Add the  Direct Cost -

dollar amount of the line 

item that you are 

requesting funding for.



Adding a New  
Line Item 

 Add the Narrative that 

supports the item you are 

requesting funding for. 

 Click Save.



Performance Plan 

Consolidation Grant Only 



Submitting Your Grant Application 

 Once all required fields and sections have been completed, your 

application can be submitted. The ISP will be notified that your 

application is ready for  review. 

 In some cases, your application may be reopened for editing. If 
this happens, you will receive an email notification from 

noreply@gotomygrants.com that will include a link to the 

application and further instructions from the ISP. 



Reviewing Your Grant Application 

 You can download your application and its materials for review before 

submitting. 

 Open the  opportunity. 

 Click  Submit. 

 Click  



Submitting Grant Application 

 All required sections must be Marked as Complete. 

 Open the opportunity. 

 Click Submit. 

 Click Submit.



Programmatic Risk Assessment

 Entities must complete a Programmatic Risk Assessment for each grant 

award. The grant-specific Programmatic Risk Assessment is administered by 

the awarding agency (ISP). The programmatic risk assessment is generally 

performed towards the end of the application process. Our Grant Office will 

inform you of the timing of the Programmatic Risk Assessment and administer 

the Programmatic Risk Assessment.

 These grantee pre-award requirements are mandated by Federal Uniform 

Guidance (2 CFR 200) and the Grant Accountability and Transparency Act 

(GATA). Grantees must complete these requirements prior to receiving a 

grant award from the State of Illinois. Questions regarding the grantee pre-

award requirements should be directed to the ISP Grant Office.



Notice of State Award Finalist 

 The Notice of State Award finalist is generated by the 

AmpliFund System when an entity is determined to be 

a finalist for an award and needs to complete specific 

outstanding grant award requirements to be eligible 

for the award



Notice of State Award (NOSA) 

 The Notice of State Award (NOSA) is generated by the 

ISP after all grant award requirements are met.

 The NOSA informs the entity of specific conditions 

and/or requirements so they can make an informed 

decision as to whether they want to accept the award



Grant Agreement 

 A Uniform Grant Agreement is prepared within AmpliFund. 

 The Grant Agreement is sent to the grant applicant for 

signature

 Upon return of the signed Agreement, it is sent to the 

Director of the ISP for signature

 Once executed a copy of the Agreement is sent back to 

the grant applicant



Award

Anticipated announcement no later than 

June 1, 2021

State Award date no later than June 30, 

2021



Illinois Grant Management Support

 Register for Illinois Grant Management Support

1. Enter https://il-amplifund.zendesk.com/hc/en-us into a 

web browser. Browse to https://grants.illinois.gov/portal for 

account creation instructions.

2. If new user, click 'New to Illinois Grant Management 

Support? Sign Up' link.

3. Complete ZenDesk user registration

4. If existing user, enter in email address and password and 

click Sign In.

https://il-amplifund.zendesk.com/hc/en-us


AmpliFund 

Support



Grantees

 Grantee Experience

 Pre-Award Process: GATA Portal through Application 

Submission

 Grantee Post-Award Video Training Series

 Applicant Portal

 Introduction to the Applicant Portal

 Illinois Applicant Portal: Opportunity Overview

 AmpliFund Applicant Portal: Applicant Portal 

Navigation

 Illinois Applicant Series - How to Complete an 

Application


