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DATE OF EMANCIPATION (DOE) – Missing Juvenile 

 
 
Emancipation is a legal way for children to become adults before they are 18. Once a child is emancipated, his or 
her parents do not have custody or control of him or her anymore. 
 
The DOE Field is mandatory when the message key is EMJ or EMJC. When another message key is selected 
the DOE field will remain greyed out. The DOE indicates the exact day that an unemancipated juvenile will 
reach the age of emancipation (majority) as defined by the laws of his/her state of residence. The DOE must be 
later than the Last Date of Contact (DLC). DOE is entered in the same manner as a DOB, i.e., year, month, and 
day.  
 
For example, a missing person who was born on July 5, 1988, and is emancipated at the age of 18 years would 
be entered with DOB/19880705 and DOE/20060705.  
 
The only exception the DOE field will be the entry of February 29 (----0229) in the DOE Field for a year that is 
not a leap year is prohibited. If the DOB is February 29 and the year of emancipation is not a leap year, agencies 
should enter March 1 for the DOE. The DOE must be complete (include year, month, and day) or the entry will 
be rejected.  
 
Most states have a fixed age of emancipation which is commonly referred to as the age of majority. However, 
many states have exceptions which cause a person to become emancipated at an earlier age. For example, a 
person who is not married and is unemancipated until he/she reaches the age of 18 may be emancipated at an 
earlier age if his/her marital status changes or if he/she enters the military.  
 
The exceptions concerning age of emancipation may be changed at any time by the passage of state law(s). 
Before entering a record for a missing person who is a resident of another state, an agency should contact the 
CTA of that state to obtain information concerning the age of emancipation.  
 

Once you select EMJ or EMJC the Date of Emancipation becomes a required field.  You have the option of right 
clicking on the DOE field and select the calendar option to locate a date. 

 

 



 

 

For further information and reference see the NCIC Manual: Missing Person Chapter 
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